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SUBJECT: MESSAGE FROM THE ACTING SECRETARY TO THE FAMILY 
OF FORMER PRIME MINISTER SATO 

PLEASE PASS THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM THE ACTING 
SECRETARY OF STATE TO THE FAMILY OF FORMER PRIME MINISTER 
SATO: QUOTE I AM SADDENED TO LEARN OF THE SUDDEN ILLNESS 
OF THE FORMER PRIME MINISTER. BOTH HIS COUNSEL AND HIS 
FRIENDSHIP HAVE BEEN OF THE GREATEST VALUE TO THE 
AMERICAN PEOPLE. I SPEAK NOT ONLY FOR ALL AMERICANS BUT 
ALSO AS A PERSONAL FRIEND IN WISHING FOR HIS SPEEDY 
RECOVERY. SINCERELY, ROBERT S. INGERSOLL, ACTING 
SECRETARY OF STATE. UNQUOTE. 

DEPARTMENT DOES NOT PLAN TO RELEASE TEXT OF MESSAGE BUT 
HAS NO OBJECTION TO RELEASE BY JAPANESE. INGERSOLL 
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